
“The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is designed for adults who, after hearing the mystery of 
Christ proclaimed, consciously and freely seek the living God and enter the way of faith and conversion 
as the Holy Spirit opens their hearts.  By God’s help they will be strengthened spiritually during their 
preparation and at the proper time will receive the sacraments fruitfully.”   

“This rite includes not simply the celebration of the sacraments of baptism, confirmation, and eucharist, 
but also the rites belonging to the catechumenate.” 

“The initiation of catechumens is a gradual process that takes lace within the community of the faithful.  
By joining the catechumens in reflecting on the value of the paschal mystery and by renewing their own 
conversion, the faithful provide an example that will help the catechumens to obey the Holy Spirit more 
generously.” 

“The rite of initiation is suited to a spiritual journey of adults that varies according to the many forms of 
God’s grace, the free cooperation of the individuals, the action of the Church, and the circumstances of 
time and place.” 

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, par. 1, 2, 4, 5, © 1985, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.) 

Here at Good Shepherd, our RCIA program is adapted to the needs, time and place of the people who 
come to us inquiring about full initiation.  In general, our group meets on Sunday mornings at the same 
time as our children’s School of Religion for the convenience of parents in the RCIA who have children in 
PSR.  Our hope is to help adults reflect critically on the teachings of the Church and their own personal 
experience of God to understand better their call to holiness and the Christian Community.  We walk 
alongside our inquirers, catechumens and candidates on this faith journey so they may have a deeper 
relationship with us, and us with them. 

All who have questions or who want to begin a conversation about joining our RCIA program are 
encouraged to contact Ron in the parish office, 816-532-4344, sondagron@gmail.com. 


