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CATHOLIC 
HERITAGE SOCIETY

Please Join Us
We honor the generosity of Catholics who 
provide for the future of the Church in 
Northwest Missouri through a planned 
gift to the Kansas City-St. Joseph Diocese 
or a parish, school, ministry or diocesan 
foundation.
Become a member by making:

• A bequest in your will or trust
•  A designation of your retirement plan 

or individual retirement account (IRA)
• A gift annuity
• A gift of life insurance or
•  A gift of cash, securities, real estate or 

other tangible assets to establish an 
endowment.

For more information on making a 
planned gift and joining the Catholic 

Heritage Society, contact:

Laura Gray, Planned Giving Director
20 W 9th Street, Kansas City, MO 64105

816-714-2363 
gray@diocesekcsj.org 

kcsjcatholic.org/office/stewardship-and-
development/planned-giving/ LEGACY

CREATE YOUR

A Guide to Planned Giving

Giving to Receive Income: Charitable 
Gift Annuities
Would you like to make a gift that pays you  
back for the rest of your life? Through a 
charitable gift annuity, you can benefit your 
parish or favorite ministry of the Diocese and 
earn an enhanced income.
Charitable gift annuities often provide donors 
tax benefits as well. One donor or a couple may 
receive a favorable return, a portion of which will 
be tax-free.
Example:  Mr. and/or Mrs. Jennings have found 
that their fixed income investments (bonds, 
CD’s, savings accounts, etc.) pay too low a return, 
often under 3%. They or one of them might 
contribute to a charitable gift annuity (CGA) to 
favor their parish, its school or other ministries 
and receive a return over twice as much. Rates 
of return increase with the ages of the donor(s). 
At the time of their gift they would also benefit 
from tax savings. At the passing of the donor (or 
survivor), the balance in the CGA passes to the 
selected beneficiary(ies) free of tax. 
For a confidential, no-obligation illustration, please 
contact the Office of Stewardship and Development, 
816-714-2363.
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Are you aware that more than half of  
all Americans who die each year do not 
have a will? Without a will, the legacy you 
leave is confusion and costs for your heirs.  
In addition, with a will or estate plan in 
place, you can not only avoid confusion  
but also support your parish, Catholic  
school or other diocesan organization. You 
may save taxes or provide lifelong income 
for yourself or loved ones.

GIVING THROUGH 
YOUR WILL

You can continue your support of the  
Church by choosing to give:
• A percentage of your estate
• A specific amount
•  Specific property, such as stocks, bonds or real estate
•  Part or all of the residue of your estate—whatever  

is left after all beneficiaries have received their 
bequests or . . .

•  A combination gift arrangement, such as a 
percentage plus the residue

Example: Mr. and Mrs. Miller have been long-time 
supporters of their parish and know that educating 
seminarians is a critical need. In their wills, they  
have provided that the seminarian education fund 
receives a percentage of their estate after providing  
for loved ones.

 

Giving Securities 
Many people choose to make lifetime gifts of stocks, 
bonds, and mutual fund shares which allows them to 
benefit from tax savings and may allow them to give 
more at no greater cost.
Example: Mrs. Adams has been making annual gifts 
to her parish. If she decides to give stock directly to 
the parish to fulfill her gift, she will receive additional 
benefits. Her stock gift will allow her to claim the full 
fair market value of the stock on her federal income 
tax return since she has held the stock more than 12 
months. She would also avoid capital gains tax by 
giving stock in this way.

Giving through Retirement Plans
You may find that you can make a larger gift than 
you ever imagined by giving “what’s left” in your 
individual retirement account (IRA), pension plan or 
other retirement planning vehicle. This allows you to 
provide for your family first, then charitable interests.
Example: Mr. Ryan has accumulated a substantial 
sum in his IRA, more than he thinks he will need. 
After meeting with his financial adviser, he  
designates a gift to his parish from funds left in  
his IRA at his death. 

Giving Lifetime IRA Designations
For persons 70 and one-half or older, the law 
provides for lifetime gifts up to $100,000, provided 
the distribution goes from the IRA account 
administrator, directly to one’s parish or other 
ministry and the gift is acknowledged.
Example: Over the years, Mr. Williams used his 
IRA as his primary retirement vehicle. Together with 
his adviser, he worked out a plan to make his lifetime 
gifts from his IRA after turning 70 and one-half.  By 
adopting this plan, he avoids federal income tax to 
the extent of his gifts and is able to give a little more 
than otherwise possible. 
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